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Iden to retire after 35 years at GA
Guardian Angels has always 

held a special place in Diana Iden’s 
heart. It has been home for her. 
But after a 35-year teaching career 
at the school, Iden (‘72) will be say-
ing goodbye to that “home” when 
she retires this month.

“Being at GA has been like 
belonging to a second family. The 
people I’ve worked with and the 
students and their families have 
become a big part of  my life,” Iden 
said. “My mom graduated from 
GA, all of  my siblings and all of  
their children, as well as mine, are 
graduates. This school has always 
been a special place.”

Iden spent 31 years in Kindergar-
ten and four years as a 6th grade 
teacher. In fact, Iden was Guardian 
Angel’s first Kindergarten teacher.

“In 1981, Fr. Meiergerd contacted 
me because GA was considering 
starting its own kindergarten. I 
was offered, and accepted the job 
as the first Kindergarten teacher 
at GA,” Iden said.

Prior to Guardian Angels, Iden 
got her start in education at Dis-
trict #81.

“After I graduated from Col-
lege of  St. Mary in Omaha, I was 
hired at District 81 Cuming County 
Rural School as the Kindergarten 
thru 4th grade teacher in a one-
room setting,” Iden said. “I had 22 
students of  various grade levels 
my first year of  teaching.”

When Iden was in junior high 
and high school, she spent a great 
deal of  time babysitting. It was 
from that experience that Iden 
became interested in a career in 
education.

“I felt I had a special connection 
with children, and knew I wanted 
to continue working with them,” 
Iden said.

And during Iden’s 35 years at 
GA, that connection with her stu-
dents was always there.

“Diana dedicated 40 years of  
her life to education. Thirty-five 
of  those years have been devoted 
to Catholic education,” Principal 
Kate Hagemann said. “She is a 
consistent and fair teacher, who 
works hard to have high expecta-
tions for her students.”

And it’s that relationship with 
her students that Iden will cer-
tainly miss.

“The best part about teaching is 
watching former students as they 
mature and become adults and 
vibrant members of  their commu-
nities,” Iden said.

“Being at GA is special because 
I could share my faith with future 
generations and know that the 

educational and spiritual opportu-
nities at GACC are top-notch.”

By far, the biggest change that 
Iden has seen during her years as 
a teacher is the use of  technology.

“Thirty-five years ago, personal 
computers were just being intro-
duced into the classroom. Today, 
technology is a vital part of  educa-
tion,” Iden said.

May 19 marks the final day in the 
classroom for Iden. And while her 
career in education is coming to a 
close, Iden will be left with memo-
ries that will last forever.

“I’ll miss the interaction with the 
students and my colleagues,” Iden 
said. “The friendships I’ve made 
over the years are priceless.”

After 35 years at Guardian Angels Central Catholic, Diana Iden is set 
to retire this month.
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Class of 1936: Rita Fisher 
Ellinghausen.

Class of 1991: Front: Sara Eisenmenger Helling, Deb Brunsing 
Bailey; back: Doug Kaup, Donovan Mlnarik, Chad Schinstock.

Class of 1946: Henry Drueke, Juliana 
Hugo Wordekemper.

Class of 1956: Front: Margie Kaup Price, Cecelia Wuestewald Franzlueb-
bers, Lorraine Neesen Schlautman, Margaret Ortmeier Wordekemper, 
Larry Ulrich; back: Robert Kaup, Roland Schueth, Leona Kaup Meister, 
Dusty Schlautman, Larry Reimers. 

Class of 1986: Front: Duane Throener, Tim Rolf, Shawn McGill; 
middle: Greg Tobey, Judy Meiergerd Perry, Denise Bracht Keling, Tim 
Plagge; back: Dan Steffen, Dave Fischer, Kay Ulrich Bartek, Mary Jo 
Schorn Gardner.Class of 1941: Nick Wieler.

2016 GACC
Alumni Banquet
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Class of 1966: Front row: Con Reeson, Diane Praest 
Schneider, Nancy Kaup Steffen, Judy Heimann 
Charlson, Doris Rhode Meyer, Jean Stewart Gri-
esel, Eileen Wordekemper Randell, Lorie Peitz-
meier Endsley, Florence Ridder Hendricks; second 
row: Dennis Buse, Gene Schlickbernd, Phyllis Rief 
Rosloniec, Sharon Popken Mace, Mary Mahlberg 

Parizek, Diane Nitz, Jeanette Guenther Kindschuh, 
Dorothy Deppe Lawse; third row: Joe Diekemper, 
Don Knobbe, Rich McGill, Carol Kreikemeier McGill, 
Don Oligmueller, Don Steuter, Martin Peatrowsky; 
back row: Rich Baumert, Alvin Eusterbrock, Ray-
mond Schueth, Reggie Smith, Larry Batenhorst, 
Donald Throener.

Class of 1976: Front: Ray Wiesen, Kevin Knobbe, 
Mark Batenhorst, Janet Lueckenhoff Denham, 
Nancy Hugo Cady, Bill Luebbert; second row, Tim 
Peterson, Dennis Wordekemper, Donna Gentrup 
Kreikemeier, Diane Meiergerd Evert, Shari Lux 
Ruskamp, Connie Guenther Prinz; third row: Randy 

Schinstock, Ron Collins, Carol Evert Lofgren, Doris 
Hagedorn Guenther, Bonny Uhing Emanuel, Alice 
Stalp Kindschuh, Mike Ridder; back row: Gene 
Praest, John Yosten, Dale Knievel, James Worde-
kemper, Willy Kreikemeier, Sharon Emanuel Inger-
soll, Tom Reichlinger.



Letter from the past:

See Page 5 for more



LETTERS FROM THE PAST: Wrote July 25, 1944

Letters were written by the GA Alumni Association to servicemen from 1943-45.



news from the nest
Page 6            2015-16 Edition

Class of 1996: Front row: 
Joe Engelmeyer, Amy 
Meister Engelmeyer, Jen 
Mlnarik, Gina Wolf Kelly, 
Emily Broekemeier Engel; 
second row: Tyler Gen-
trup, Jason Harstick, Me-
lissa Bliemeister Walsh, 
Amber Leitow Horn, 
Lachelle Vrba Hasemann; 
third row: Doug Knobbe, 
Susan Hegemann Coe, Lea 
Batenhorst Grimm, Jen-
nifer Throener Martinez, 
Jamie Schlecht Wiechman, 
Gwen Kaup Ahrens; back 
row: Andrew Kelly, Chad 
Eisenmenger, Matt Stef-
fen, Jason Gustafson, Jer-
emy Prinz, Chris Moore.

Class of 2006: 
Front row: Danielle 

Pagels Yarger, Casey 
Wiechman, Kaylie 

Wietfeld Bracht, 
Kelsey Schuetze, Al-
lyn Knobbe; middle 
row: Robert Kreike-
meier, Craig Randel, 

Michael Knobbe, 
Heath Graybeal, 

Chris Renner; back 
row: Adam Guen-

ther, Patrick Kniev-
el, Aaron Prinz, Geri 

Heimann Eich. 

Class of 1961: Ambrose Peitzmeier, Keith 
Tingelhoff, Sara Ellis Hough, Paul Wortman.

Class of 1951: Front: Joan Kloke Lueckenhoff, Mary Ann 
Peitzmeier Ruskamp, Erv Wordekemper, Dennis Stalp, 
back: Audrey Scheppers Renter, Arlene Reeson.
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Kate Knobbe, left, earned the 
title of valedictorian of the 
Guardian Angels Central Catho-
lic High School’s Class of 2016, 
and Monica Reeson was the 
class salutatorian. Kate is the 
daughter of Melissa and the late 
Chris Knobbe (‘85). Monica is 
the daughter of Mike (‘74) and 
Rhonda Reeson.

Each year, eight outstanding 
teachers and administrators 
who demonstrate a strong per-
sonal commitment to Catholic 
education, and give service 
that’s above and beyond the 
call of  duty, are honored as 
Educators of  the Year.

This year, Guardian Angels 
Central Catholic had one of  its 
own recognized with that hon-
or. The Omaha Archdiocese 
recognized Mary Jo Kamp-
schnieder (‘84) as Educator of  
the Year. She is the Library/
Art teacher at GACC.Mary Jo Kampschnieder

Spencer Leffler, a 2012 graduate of  GACC, was blessed with a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in December as he served Midnight 
Mass in Rome with Pope Francis.  

“It was beautiful. I cannot believe all the beautiful graces that 
God has blessed me with in my life,” Leffler said. “This was prob-
ably the best Christmas present I will ever have.”

He is the son of  Dana (‘75) and Diane Leffler.

Husker senior Anthony Ridder 
(‘11) shares a moment with head 
coach Mike Riley prior to taking 
the field for Nebraska’s football 
game against Iowa on Senior 
Day. He is the son of Dave (‘79) 
and Terri Ridder.

Kampschnieder 
named Educator 

of the Year

Not every storybook season has a 
fairy tale ending. Top-seeded Guard-
ian Angels Central Catholic found that 
out the hard way as the Bluejays fell to 
Crofton 46-43 in the Class C2 girls state 
basketball championship game March 
5 at Pinnacle Bank Arena.

“Give our girls a lot of  credit. They 
wanted this game. They gave it every-
thing they had, and left everything 
they had out on the court,” Bluejay 
head coach Jerry Stracke said.

“We had some missed opportunities 
that we didn’t take advantage of, but 
I’m very proud of  these girls and how 
far they came.”

Leffler serves Mass with Pope

GACC falls in C2 state title game

GACC players hold up 
runner-up trophy.

Top of their class...

Big Red good-bye....
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