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Iden to retire after 35 yearsat GA

Guardian Angels has always
held a special place in Diana Iden’s
heart. It has been home for her.
But after a 35-year teaching career
at the school, Iden (“72) will be say-
ing goodbye to that “home” when
she retires this month.

“Being at GA has been like
belonging to a second family. The
people I've worked with and the
students and their families have
become a big part of my life,” Iden
said. “My mom graduated from
GA, all of my siblings and all of
their children, as well as mine, are
graduates. This school has always
been a special place.”

Iden spent 31 years in Kindergar-
ten and four years as a 6th grade
teacher. In fact, Iden was Guardian
Angel’s first Kindergarten teacher.

“In 1981, Fr. Meiergerd contacted
me because GA was considering
starting its own kindergarten. I
was offered, and accepted the job
as the first Kindergarten teacher
at GA,” Iden said.

Prior to Guardian Angels, Iden
got her start in education at Dis-
trict #81.

“After I graduated from Col-
lege of St. Mary in Omaha, I was
hired at District 81 Cuming County
Rural School as the Kindergarten
thru 4th grade teacher in a one-
room setting,” Iden said. “I had 22
students of various grade levels
my first year of teaching.”

When Iden was in junior high
and high school, she spent a great
deal of time babysitting. It was
from that experience that Iden
became interested in a career in
education.

“I felt I had a special connection
with children, and knew I wanted
to continue working with them,”
Iden said.

And during Iden’s 35 years at
GA, that connection with her stu-
dents was always there.

After 35 years at Guardian Angels Central Catholic, Diana Iden is set
to retire this month.

“Diana dedicated 40 years of
her life to education. Thirty-five
of those years have been devoted
to Catholic education,” Principal
Kate Hagemann said. “She is a
consistent and fair teacher, who
works hard to have high expecta-
tions for her students.”

And it’s that relationship with
her students that Iden will cer-
tainly miss.

“The best part about teaching is
watching former students as they
mature and become adults and
vibrant members of their commu-
nities,” Iden said.

“Being at GA is special because
I could share my faith with future
generations and know that the

educational and spiritual opportu-
nities at GACC are top-notch.”

By far, the biggest change that
Iden has seen during her years as
a teacher is the use of technology.

“Thirty-five years ago, personal
computers were just being intro-
duced into the classroom. Today,
technology is a vital part of educa-
tion,” Iden said.

May 19 marks the final day in the
classroom for Iden. And while her
career in education is coming to a
close, Iden will be left with memo-
ries that will last forever.

“I’ll miss the interaction with the
students and my colleagues,” Iden
said. “The friendships I’ve made
over the years are priceless.”
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2016 GACC
Alumni Banquet

Class of 1956: Front: Margie Kaup Price, Cecelia Wuestewald Franzlueb-
bers, Lorraine Neesen Schlautman, Margaret Ortmeier Wordekemper,
Larry Ulrich; back: Robert Kaup, Roland Schueth, Leona Kaup Meister,
Dusty Schlautman, Larry Reimers.

Class of 1936: Rita Fisher
Ellinghausen.

Class of 1986: Front: Duane Throener, Tim Rolf, Shawn McGill;
middle: Greg Tobey, Judy Meiergerd Perry, Denise Bracht Keling, Tim
Plagge; back: Dan Steffen, Dave Fischer, Kay Ulrich Bartek, Mary Jo
Schorn Gardner.

Class of 1991: Front: Sara Eisenmenger Helling, Deb Brunsing  Class of 1946: Henry Drueke, Juliana
Bailey; back: Doug Kaup, Donovan Minarik, Chad Schinstock. = Hugo Wordekemper.
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Class of 1966: Front row: Con Reeson, Diane Praest
Schneider, Nancy Kaup Steffen, Judy Heimann
Charlson, Doris Rhode Meyer, Jean Stewart Gri-
esel, Eileen Wordekemper Randell, Lorie Peitz-
meier Endsley, Florence Ridder Hendricks; second
row: Dennis Buse, Gene Schlickbernd, Phyllis Rief
Rosloniec, Sharon Popken Mace, Mary Mahlberg

Class of 1976: Front: Ray Wiesen, Kevin Knobbe,
Mark Batenhorst, Janet Lueckenhoff Denham,
Nancy Hugo Cady, Bill Luebbert; second row, Tim
Peterson, Dennis Wordekemper, Donna Gentrup
Kreikemeier, Diane Meiergerd Evert, Shari Lux
Ruskamp, Connie Guenther Prinz; third row: Randy
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Parizek, Diane Nitz, Jeanette Guenther Kindschuh,
Dorothy Deppe Lawse; third row: Joe Diekemper,
Don Knobbe, Rich McGill, Carol Kreikemeier McGill,
Don Oligmueller, Don Steuter, Martin Peatrowsky;
back row: Rich Baumert, Alvin Eusterbrock, Ray-
mond Schueth, Reggie Smith, Larry Batenhorst,
Donald Throener.

Schinstock, Ron Collins, Carol Evert Lofgren, Doris
Hagedorn Guenther, Bonny Uhing Emanuel, Alice
Stalp Kindschuh, Mike Ridder; back row: Gene
Praest, John Yosten, Dale Knievel, James Worde-
kemper, Willy Kreikemeier, Sharon Emanuel Inger-
soll, Tom Reichlinger.



b

July 25, 1944

Léytter from the past: : W'estv.Pc;i,nt, Nebrask‘av

Hi Fellers:
Well, what mekes with -yov't guys? With us, it's mostly wet, =nd we ain't kidding. We
mertioned & floedein’the last letter, but sinde then we've had another one that was
worse. Early Swadey morning Juné 11, this whole neck of the woods was deluged with
5 to 12 inches of rain-~the officisl figure was 7.20 inchess ~That's o lot of water;
and by early Sumdey afrernoon, darn near &1l the third word was aflea® egain. Here .
in towm, the water was about the same as it was in the first flood=-there wasnlt mch
dry ground in the third ward, ond the wober roached the second row .of seats in the
vpper ticr of the park grendstand. We wore near the western edge. of the storm:though,
and the real havoee teok plaoce down the Elkhorn, from Soribmer on .east. Pebble Creck,
running down thru Hewells, Dodge and Snyder, made a olean swesp of the low parts of
those towns, then rampaged right thru Seribner with unbelievable forces It koft a
couple of fcetof mud end debris in the business scction of that Lown, Which won't bhe
the some for o long time, Large buildings wore moved right off their foundations ond
- floatsd milss away, or broke up~=Automobiles were rolled over and ovor==At least
two bridges over the Elkhorn, ~% Fickerson &nd Blk City werce completely wreckeds s
Llthough thore wore o lot of close calls, only omo life was lost that happening ot
Tokemzh, The nite passengoer troain from Omche was hald up at Wgs’c.l’oint thot nitc,
and wassporked in the yards hore for three weeks, as we were without train serviece
for thet lomgs Ik's still o pretty rug ed ride, and ths trg.ins arc licblo to got
hero slmost emy time. & couple of soldicrs bound for South Dokoba rode the first
train up. from Omeha, got off hers and sterted hoofing it up the highway..Seid they -
could walk it fastor) The branch linc up thru Dodge ete. was really torn to picces,
ard is still out of scrvice. And, Ok Yeéch, the Howells Ballroom wgs in water up to
+na cavoss It didn't floct away thoughe So vwelve hed 21l the water we want &t the
mdment, [nd ot thot & lot of people ard jittory beccusé an "01d Indien" up Norfolk
way, who is supposcé to heve predicted the first two floods is holloring cbout another
one, due cny day now. Probrbly a lot of piffle, tut it could be.

a

Well, most your folks have probobly written you chout it, but we haven't too mich
nows anyway, and we thought you'd be intercsted in the detanils. Whet with one thing
and cnother,.we're kinda lote this time too, but we'll try to got these lotters out

o 1ittle morc often hercafter. The mail bog wes kinda. skimpy this time. Father Kempe
Zor wrobe thot his oubPit was on bozrd ship again, ond.NOT goivg fishing. Lpparently
his gong was huodimg into big trouble agein; ord inssmich os the imvasion of Saipan
came Off sbout that time, wé figured moybe thot'was thoir destination, but Bud Mohle
beére s folks hove heard from Bud@ since them, amd the letters wure writton from clsew
where. Thot Seipen job was a rough one, tut o mighty importent onc, judging from the
way Jop military heads orc falling.s,Those yollow blanks were Havdng o finoe timo

. kicking us around whon we wWorc Jdowm, but they forgot we might get up, and howdbi

Quito a bunch of homc-{:omers from hore, thore, and overywhere; Joc Hunkoer, Georgo
¥ iskor,:. Spoolix Boyle, fuzzy Porkoer, Herold Koups; Cletus Oligschlacgor, Dennis Johnson
wal Bothseheider, Moric Kempker, ond Froneis Schnistocks, Joo Hunkor, sont homo fra
- Englend in o potation of officors, spont most of the threc weeks at home getting ac=
quedntod with his young deughtor, cnd reported to Rendolph Ficld for further orderse
Goorge Fishor was hore for about three woeks rosting up from ¢ long spell of Pacifi
duty--then bont it back to tho Pacific to rest up from that throe weoks ot home. Dontd
shoot, ‘George, welrc only fooling. Sgoolix Boylc wos around on furlough eftor finish-
ing his worl in Floride. He reported ot Norfolk Virginia, rarin' to go somowhore,
and he did—=to North Corolime for threc months morc troininge Fuzzy Perker had his
furlovgh cround the first of Junc ond wis huro ogein = couple doys ddst week=- this
time enrouss to tho wost co-st.s Horold Eeup still docsn't nced o ladde to rosch the
top shelf, and docsn't look cny smrlley in thosc navy whites=-He!ssgetting morc radio
work in Merylond.llute Olizschloeger who is ncbody'd midget either, took time off
from his dutics ot %he Liberal Kemsos fir Bass around Docoration Day. Ho ond Spoolix
Boylc ond Fuzay Porkor roproscnted the ¥ost of you in the Memorial Doy paradc herces
Deonnig Johnson had o mighty good rouason for coming home Lhis timc. After 18 months &
submarining out in. the Far Pacific, youtd think tho guy would bs contont to stay on
d¥y lamd for g whilc, bub the ghy no mor. than gots hure bofore he embork$ on the sos
called sens ofmotrimonys (Holy Smoke, how did thod stuff got in horci} Donny & Evolyn
Stafford cruiscd up tho nisle-on July 10, end hod the Monsigmor do his stuff. Denny
will roport on the vast consh the cnd of this month of sovorel months of duty thorc.
. Marie Kempkdrts homo from Ponams, and ccmo 60 find out shels not Merie Kempker at all
==She's Mrs, Clydc Menrog, Clyde is & captain in tho army intolligencce, Moricts
plens arv indofinito; but shotdl bo hors for awhile, Froneds Schinstock hed good luck
riding his thumb heme from Illinois on & wockend pessa
Did those cddresscsw ¢ woent out last spring do any of you cny good? " Joo Hynlkor tolls
us 'he hed o gocd lottor from Turp Brumm right aftor thots Turp, Joc flow over Yo sco
you, but oither ho had tho wrong place, or your outfit hed moved on, so ho didnlt got
to géc yous Joo hed EG Nitz ond LeRoy Ricf loccted cmd wos on tho point of losking

See Page 5 for more
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thom up when his orders moved him owh ¢ %heres it bz ond Riof's oubfit wes all pack-
ed and rocdy 4o go ab: thg.‘c time, and bobh have sinee written homo from Fronceg

Wo hove some new LP 0. boys--md B atenhorst, Art Decker, end Leo Bose, Niek Wackol
is still ot o P.O.B. ond still weiting for his boat ride. Chris Betenhorst is fizing
a now huntmg A0 , 60 & g =mmsOUNd 5 llkc quite a life, Chrise.ss The rost of your rummics
cen guit holloring ot Red Boulo--Red's taking his boob training ot Paris Island right
now. E ow's it going, Snowball?’ Let's Have your now address,-and thet goes for the
rost of you too,~~-those letbors will cctoh up with you o 'lot faster if Yey'll keop
us' up. to date on address chenges. In fack, drop us a:line s ywey~~the moro letters
we get, the more dope we can pass L.long; to youe.eJohnny E&as whom We renor'ted as
misging in action over Gormany in our last lo®tor, has sincd tumcd up s o prisoner
of wor in Gormany.., Beons Cyrier is learming obout army bexms c.*h For‘b Bliss, Texc.s,
and Bus. Smith leaves for the  ormy on tho 25thg ’ G :
‘ Eed quite & siz og.ble crowd-- hou‘t 95 mw=r thc lunni reunion, which turncd out to be
o howling succoss' in splte of the conspiouous tbseneo of mayy ou‘bstg\ndwg howlers
now doing their stuff fer, far, awsy, With 4 rlone Ponne Dicknite .shooting bhe breeae
og toasbemis trots, and Mmslgnor Boshock hending out some of his costomary left hand~-
ed compliments o fine timc was has by 211, including the 20 menbors of the slass of
1944, T he sc;rvice delegation on hand was Goorge Fisher, Fuzzy Porker, and Gletus
Oligschlasger, ‘Spo~lix ond Schinny ‘Just missed by & couple days...We had a Momorial
Mass hore on the Fomrth of July for. Serg;ccnt‘ Frank Spenner, whe wos killed in the inee
vasign of Francoy sMamy of you f ellows went to school with him, Floronce Kellox's
fathor died this week, aftor an illness of mony months=-He was 77 yoors old,.. Wo
found out 2 t the alummi meobing that we hed g membor in tho sorvico wo'didntt know
about :. Doloros Rockford, who!s boon in tho Women's Marine Corps for over a yoor. '
Greotings, Dolorus, wefre sorry you havon't been getting thesc letters, Have you
heard that story cbout tho Nevy cheplain who alwoys ondod his romarks with %God Bless
You ill", until efbcr a sarsicularly violomb bombc,rdmeﬁ t, when ho chenged. it to "Ged
Bless Us £11", TVas You Dcre, Foddor Georgo? * : T ;

<
.

Bill Sehmitt has Boum ‘fortunntc in mouting, four N’cst POI}”tuI‘S in Ind:.a' Dorothy Molw
chiow,Francis Erickson, Curly Brazds, and Rollic Oligschlnogors Uorotby Meichow, im °
the Army Wurse Corps, hes sinco roturndd home with nows of Bill, ond somo. ood mov-
ing. plcturus of hime. Willic's hOldan his own in the Hlndu country, obkay,; but is play=
ing‘ with the iddalef pc_:.nting = gpidor web on his. roggin: to fool the flics, ' Ho's
spending o waeation up in® the Himalaye Mountoins right now,. Thenks. to h«rvoy Ortmoicr
for a nice lptter from Ita ly‘...Fritz Wortmen hel movvd on from Aus“crulm to New Guince
ond Ray Wortm Just dr:ufted in here o furlough. 2 :

& c:mb_c of our morc nctorious ”ﬂvﬁbuis Howe bewn on the redics=<Cosoy Zacck and Flor=
snco Keller. - Casoy was Teatured on a nation-widc OBS progrim some weeks ago, during
t‘m couesc of which his citation was re- d, and his model prosented to him. Florence
o5 inturviewed on on ormy, nursc progr“m over the ndtworks a couplo weuks ngo. Flore
nee, by tho way,” is now o first licubonont, Both of fem sounded swell over the
r:hv.,. Lxohor wedding report toow-Holon MeNamera wont and did its The lucky guy
is Don LuSnmghochner-—L n'Irish boy--"ron u;g Pilgor weyy Don wos. in Pilger high with
Bordncr, Coloy, Pago, ot al, who o btmch of you ul’lcged b slcut-bcll,o St hevo good cousc
to rumombnv' : : ‘ ; . 3 #

0

*!0:,

wcll‘;-'rt:hat‘s abouttho vnd of our:string,’ Monszgnor Bosheck is =T du 1Ly gotting iNes
to the thick of thin, s agedin, ond h“s co“seﬂted “bo sny Hello %o ym. this timo, so. the
-next volec will be his-‘\ . : 4 i : i i

© Since you 1c.st huaré. from me I have fully recover ed fr@m,my illnoss and zm
now back-ot work =§ ususle . To all of you who remembored me by your lebters ond cards
I wish o say thank you: and "in roturn I shall romombor you in my proyers, Furthorw
mors, &1l of you shall continue to ber -ememb red dn the 'daily saerificc of the Mass .
and tho children arc also.off oring up praye s for @dliof jou, ne metter where you |
are, so that in tho mot too distant futurc wo moy 'bu sosing ohe arother halc cpd hes arty
on thet pert of the, g.,lobv, which all of you now kucw to bc, the bost spot undcr tnc

SUlle

: Siﬁoéfoijr y-c‘)'ur's‘, ‘

Letters were written by the GA Alumni Association to servicemen from 1943-45.
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Class of 1996: Front row:
Joe Engelmeyer, Amy
Meister Engelmeyer, Jen
, Vo Minarik, Gina Wolf Kelly,
= = N MEENIE Emily Broekemeier Engel;
Ay » 3 3 A second row: Tyler Gen-
‘ e ol DR trup, Jason Harstick, Me-
-/ %7 ’ lissa Bliemeister Walsh,
® &, Amber Leitow Horn,
-3 N A R Lachelle Vrba Hasemann;
, third row: Doug Knobbe,
‘ b ) \ L Susan Hegemann Coe, Lea
o Batenhorst Grimm, Jen-
nifer Throener Martinez,
Jamie Schlecht Wiechman,
Gwen Kaup Ahrens; back
row: Andrew Kelly, Chad
Eisenmenger, Matt Stef-
fen, Jason Gustafson, Jer-
emy Prinz, Chris Moore.

Class of 2006:

Front row: Danielle
Pagels Yarger, Casey
Wiechman, Kaylie
Wietfeld Bracht,
Kelsey Schuetze, Al-
lyn Knobbe; middle
row: Robert Kreike-
meier, Craig Randel,
Michael Knobbe,
Heath Graybeal,
Chris Renner; back
row: Adam Guen-
ther, Patrick Kniev-
el, Aaron Prinz, Geri
Heimann Eich.

Class of 1951: Front: Joan Kloke Lueckenhoff, Mary Ann  Class of 1961: Ambrose Peitzmeier, Keith
Peitzmeier Ruskamp, Erv Wordekemper, Dennis Stalp, Tingelhoff, Sara Ellis Hough, Paul Wortman.
back: Audrey Scheppers Renter, Arlene Reeson.
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Kampschnieder

named Educator
of the Year

Each year, eight outstanding
teachers and administrators
who demonstrate a strong per-
sonal commitment to Catholic
education, and give service
that’s above and beyond the
call of duty, are honored as
Educators of the Year.

This year, Guardian Angels
Central Catholic had one of its
own recognized with that hon-
or. The Omaha Archdiocese
recognized Mary Jo Kamp-
schnieder (‘84) as Educator of
the Year. She is the Library/
Art teacher at GACC.

Mary Jo Kampschnieder

Lefller serves Mass with Pope

Spencer Leffler, a 2012 graduate of GACC, was blessed with a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in December as he served Midnight
Mass in Rome with Pope Francis.

“It was beautiful. I cannot believe all the beautiful graces that
God has blessed me with in my life,” Leffler said. “This was prob-
ably the best Christmas present I will ever have.”

He is the son of Dana (‘75) and Diane Leffler.

GACC falls in C2 state title game

Not every storybook season has a
fairy tale ending. Top-seeded Guard-
ian Angels Central Catholic found that
out the hard way as the Bluejays fell to
Crofton 46-43 in the Class C2 girls state
basketball championship game March
5 at Pinnacle Bank Arena.

“Give our girls a lot of credit. They
wanted this game. They gave it every-
thing they had, and left everything
they had out on the court,” Bluejay
head coach Jerry Stracke said.

“We had some missed opportunities
that we didn’t take advantage of, but
I’'m very proud of these girls and how
far they came.”

GACC players hold up
runner-up trophy.

Big Red good-bye...

Husker senior Anthony Ridder
(“11) shares a moment with head
coach Mike Riley prior to taking
the field for Nebraska'’s football
game against lowa on Senior
Day. He is the son of Dave ('79)
and Terri Ridder.

Top of their class...

Kate Knobbe, left, earned the
title of valedictorian of the
Guardian Angels Central Catho-
lic High School’s Class of 2016,
and Monica Reeson was the
class salutatorian. Kate is the
daughter of Melissa and the late
Chris Knobbe (‘85). Monica is
the daughter of Mike (‘74) and
Rhonda Reeson.
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