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GACC School: “Learning and Leading Through Christ.”

Joining together for one cause
GACC School makes March for Life pilgrimage to Washington D.C
Standing up for the unborn. 

That is what pro-life support-
ers have done ever since the 
first March for Life rally in 
1974.

Forty years later, that same 
battle is being fought as hun-
dreds of  thousands of  people 
join together with one focus in 
mind: holding onto the hope of  
defending life.

“Just knowing there’s thou-
sands and thousands of  people 
there for the same cause, who 
believe in the same thing. 
That’s what is so neat about 
this whole experience,” GACC 
teacher Mary Jo Kampschnei-
der said. “It’s just not me or 
my school or community. It’s 

Fifteen students from Guardian Angels Central Catholic attended the March for Life in Washington D.C. 
March for Life is a pro-life rally that has been held every year since starting in 1974.

See march in dc,  Page 2
GACC students, Monica Reeson (left) and Sarah Arduser pose for a 
photo op with Archbishop George Lucas during the rally.
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As a 30-year veteran in the 
officiating business, Randy 
Hagedorn knows quite well the 
pressures of  calling a game, es-
pecially in magnified moments.

Hagedorn found himself  in one 
of  those “magnified moments” 
last month when he received 
the nod to officiate the NAIA 
championship football game on 

December 19 in 
Daytona Beach, 
Fla. Hagedorn 
was the crew’s 
referee.

“Obviously, 
I was excited 
about getting an 
opportunity like 
this,” Hagedorn 
said. “You only 

get one chance at something like 
this, and you don’t want to mess 
it up.”

For Hagedorn and his crew, 
there certainly wasn’t any 
second-guessing or regret, but 
rather a feeling of  satisfaction.

“Everything flowed pretty well. 
We got pretty lucky,” Hagedorn 
said in regards to only 11 flags 
being tossed, and all of  the 
game’s replay challenges were 
confirmed.

Hagedorn said having replay in 
use was added pressure, but was 
also an opportunity to confirm 
that correct calls were being 
made on the field.

“After the game, we talked to a 
few different people who thought 
we nailed it. They didn’t feel like 
there were any blown calls,” 
Hagedorn said. “In the profes-
sion of  officiating, especially at 
a level of  this caliber, you have a 
lot of  eyes on you. So it’s pretty 
satisfying when you know it 
went well.”

This wasn’t Hagedorn’s first 
time on the big stage as he also 
officiated NAIA basketball na-
tional championship games in 
2009 and 2011.

Hagedorn also has previous 
basketball experience at the Di-
vision I level as an official in the 
Missouri Valley Conference.

“It’s a different sport, but it 
still helps prepare you for mo-
ments like this,” Hagedorn said.

National championship or 
regular season game, Hagedorn 
takes pride in what he does and 
enjoys all of  his experiences.

“I like the challenge, and it is a 
way to still stay involved in the 
different sports,” Hagedorn said 
about his drive to officiate.

Hagedorn, a 1979 graduate of  
West Point Central Catholic, is 
the Executive Director of  the 
YMCA in Norfolk. He has been 
there for 31 years.

Randy’s parents are Bill and 
Valdean Hagedorn, who are 
formerly of  West Point. They 
currently reside in Lincoln.

Randy Hagedorn

30-year officicial works NAIA  football championship game

Chance of a lifetime

Reminder: Please mark your calendars for the upcoming alumni 
banquet, which will be held June 6, 2015. JayFest will be held on 
Friday, June 5.

Save the date for GACC alumni banquet

‘Obviously, I was excited about getting an opportunity like 
this. You only get one chance at something like this...’

Randy Hagedorn
1979 graduate of West Point Central Catholic

the entire United States. People 
come together for one reason — 
to save unborn lives.”

Kampschneider was the 
chaperon for the 16 local stu-
dents who attended the 2015 
March for Life rally last month 
in Washington, D.C. Fifteen of  
the students in attendance were 
from Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic, and one was from 
Howells-Dodge.

The march focuses heavily on 
abortion and is held in the anni-
versary of  the Roe v. Wade case. 
Its purpose is to draw attention 
to the state and federal laws in 
order to protect the right to life 
of  each human.

While attending the rally, stu-
dents had the opportunity to at-
tend Masses, museums, memori-
als, shrines and concerts, among 
other activities and events.

For several of  the GACC stu-
dents attending the march, there 
were several repeat attendees, 
including senior Nicole Fisher, 
who has made the pilgrimage for 
the third straight year.

“This is such an important 
issue to me. It’s nice to see so 
many people fighting for the 
same reason. It’s nice to see this 
isn’t a lost cause,” Fisher said. 
“No matter what, people are 
there to support it.”

And while each trip is unique 
in its own way, Fisher embraces 
the life-changing moments that 
come from an event like this.

“At the end of  the trip, we 
all share our graces. Everyone 
speaks about what was sig-
nificant to them and what really 
captured their heart,” Fisher 
said. “And to me, it’s so amazing 
to see God working through each 
of  these pilgrims.”

Kampschneider noted that a 
big push this year was the use 
of  social media as far as getting 
the pro-life message across on 
outlets such as Facebook and 
Twitter.

MARCH IN DC: 
FROM PAGE 1



Letter from the past:
From alumni who answered the call to serve...



LETTERS FROM THE PAST: Written March 25, 1944

This is the fifth letter of an 11 part series that will run over the course of the upcoming newsletters. Letters were writ-
ten by the GA Alumni Association to servicemen from 1943-45.
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GACC celebrates CSW, 100 days
While celebrating Catholic Schools Week in January, a few GACC 
teachers also celebrated 100 days of school. Dressing as 100-year-
old teachers were, from left: Jane Knobbe (2nd grade), Brooke 
Meister (2nd), Jeanette Kindschuh (1st) and Marla Slaughter (K).

Guardian Angels Central Catho-
lic graduates Taylor Leffler (‘09) 
and Spencer Leffler (‘12) are both 
continuing their seminary stud-
ies. Here is a quick update on each 
brother:

Taylor has graduated from the 
University of  St. Thomas and St. 
John Vianney Seminary (in St. 
Paul, Minn.) with a Bachelors de-
gree in Philosophy. He is currently 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in 
St. Louis, Mo., pursuing a Masters  
degree in Theology. 

Taylor will have three more 
years at Kenrick before his priestly 
ordination. He was recently hon-
ored after a “candidacy” Mass, 
where he was formally accepted as 
a candidate to continue his studies 
toward Holy Orders. Right now, his 
summer plans are to spend several 
weeks in Guatemala for the Span-
ish immersion program.

  Spencer is a junior at the Uni-

versity of  St. Thomas in St. Paul 
(Also St. John Vianney Seminary), 
and he too is pursuing a Bach-
elor’s degree in Philosophy. He is 
a member of  the UST choir. His 

summer plans include moving to 
Omaha, getting a job and taking 
classes at UNO. 

They are the sons of  Dana (‘75) 
and Diane Leffler.

Pictured with Taylor Leffler, left, and Spencer Leffler are the boys’ 
parents Diane and Dana.

Spiritual journey continues for Leffler boysMARCH IN DC: 

Starting in the 2015-16 school 
year, GACC will be offering 
Preschool for kids ages 3 and 4 
years old. 

Students have the option of  
enrolling in 2, 3 or 5-day sched-
ules with extended care avail-
able until 3:30 p.m. on each of  
those days.

Students must turn 3 by July 
31 to be eligible.

GACC to expand 
Preschool
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